The different contributions of local luminance decreases and increases to the pattern electroretinogram (PERG).
The typical pattern-onset-offset stimulus (stimulus A) consisting of local luminance increases and decreases was broken down into stimuli presenting only local luminance increases (stimulus B) or only local luminance decreases (stimulus C). With stimulus B the onset ERGs are luminance responses. With stimulus C the onset ERGs are pattern-related responses showing a spatial band-pass function. With stimulus A the response is a linear addition of responses to stimuli B and C. The simultaneously recorded VEP is a pattern-related response with all three stimuli (A-C).